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Brief introduction to Ecobank

Leading pan African banking and financial inclusion
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Material efficiency

 What is material efficiency?

 Which strategies for better usage of
materials?

 Durability

 Remanufacturing

 Recycling

 Material efficiency and energy
efficiency

 What can regulation do?

A growth pattern less intense in materials
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Regulation & materials efficiency standards

Regulation as a tool to influence:

1. Policy

• Environmental impact

• Waste reduction

2. Research & Development

• New technologies

• Reverse innovation

Can Regulation be used as a tool for improving materials efficiency standards?

Research & 
Development

Policy
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Regulation, material efficiency & housing the poor

How to influence:

1. Companies to make
money out of cheap
homes

2. Sufficient access to
microloans

3. Land titles & property
rights

Can Regulation impact materials efficiency towards cheaper housing in Africa?
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Case study: the Nigerian cement example

 Poor building materials specification

 Importation ban in 1999

 Emergence of leading cement brands in
Africa e.g. Dangote, Ashaka, and BUA

 Decline in the use of adulterated cement
and to the frequency of building
collapse

Cement Industry Regulation in Nigeria

Source: Civil & Environmental Research | Study of Claims Arising from Building Research, Dangote, Vanguard Nigeria

More recently, Dangote Cement was the front-runner in 
the recently prescribed standards for cement grade to be 

used for building and construction

The SON recently prescribed the use of 42.5grade of 
cement (as against 32.5grade) for use in building/ 

construction. This is however yet to be fully implemented 
and enforced across board

12%
(1991 – 2000)

2%
(2001 – 2014)

% of Building Collapse due to substandard materials 


